
How to Be a Better Witness for Christ: Lessons
from Colossians 4

Being a witness for Christ is not reserved for pastors or ministry leaders. It is a calling for every

believer. Colossians 4:2-6 lays out a practical and Spirit-led approach to sharing your faith with the

people around you, whether at work, in your neighborhood, or even on a whitewater rafting trip in

Costa Rica.

What Does It Mean to Be a Witness for Christ?

Witnessing happens in two ways: through your words and through your life. Ideally, both line up

together. Your lifestyle should reflect your message. If you are rude to a server at a restaurant and

leave a gospel tract on the table, the message gets lost in the contradiction.

That said, there is no condemnation here. Nobody is perfect. The goal is simply to grow in alignment

between what you say and how you live.

Why Prayer Is the Starting Point for Sharing Your Faith

Colossians 4:2 says, "Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving."

Prayer is not just something you do before meals or at bedtime. A consistent, devoted prayer life is

what strengthens your connection with God and empowers your witness to others.

Think of it this way: a healthy inner life of prayer fuels an effective outer life of witness.

Paul, writing this passage from prison, did not pray for an easier life. He prayed that God would open

a door for the Word. That tells you something about his priorities. The most important thing to him

was sharing the gospel, regardless of his circumstances.

How to Pray for the People Around You Who Don't Know
Jesus

If you have a family member, coworker, or friend who has not yet come to faith, here are some

practical ways to pray for them:

• Pray that God opens a door in their heart that no man or devil can shut.

• Pray that God ministers His love to them directly.

• Pray that God gives them a dream or a moment of clarity when their defenses are down.

• Pray that the spiritual darkness surrounding them is pushed back.

Page 1 of 4



You cannot force someone to receive the gospel. They have free will. But prayer is the most powerful

thing you can do on your end. It saturates them with God's presence and creates the conditions for an

open heart.

What If Someone Rejects the Gospel?

Do not take it personally. People rejected Jesus Himself. If they are not ready to receive the message

today, that does not mean they never will be. Many people hear the gospel multiple times before they

finally surrender. Keep praying. Keep being a consistent presence in their life.

Being Alert to Opportunities to Share Your Faith

Colossians 4:5 says, "Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the

opportunity." Opportunities to share your faith are all around you. The key is staying alert and aware

of your surroundings, spiritually speaking.

A simple comment like "The world doesn't treat me great, but Jesus treats me a whole lot better" can

open a conversation. You are not required to have a full theological argument ready. You just need to

be paying attention and willing to take the shot when the moment comes.

Missing an opportunity is not the end of the world. It happens to everyone. The goal is to stay

sensitive to the Holy Spirit so that when the next one comes, you are ready.

Why Your Attitude Matters When Sharing the Gospel

A negative witness does not help the kingdom of God. If you are constantly critical, complaining, or

pessimistic, why would anyone want what you have? Keeping an attitude of thanksgiving, as the

passage instructs, is not just a spiritual discipline. It is also one of the most effective witnessing tools

you have.

People are drawn to hope. If your life reflects genuine peace and gratitude, that becomes a

conversation starter on its own.

You Have to Actually Say Something

Living a good life is important, but it is not enough on its own. Jesus said, "I am the way, and the truth,

and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me." - John 14:6

A good moral life does not explain the gospel. There are plenty of kind, generous people who do not

know Jesus. At some point, you have to open your mouth and say why you live the way you live.

You do not need to know the entire Bible. You just need to know Jesus. Share what He means to you.

Talk about the peace He brings when life gets hard. Describe how He has changed you. That is your

testimony, and it is powerful.
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How to Talk About Jesus Without Losing People in
Christian Jargon

If you have been a Christian for a while, you may not realize how much insider language you use.

Words like "sanctification" and "justification" can confuse someone who is new to faith.

Try simpler language. Instead of "sanctification," say "set apart." Instead of "justification," explain it as

"just as if I had never sinned." The goal is not to impress anyone with theological vocabulary. The goal

is to help them understand the gospel clearly enough to respond to it.

Also, be thoughtful about phrases like "God told me." While that may be completely true, someone

who has never experienced God speaking to them may feel like they are somehow less than, or that

faith is not accessible to them. Be sensitive to where people are in their understanding.

What 1 Peter 3:15 Says About Being Ready

"But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who

asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence." - 1 Peter

3:15

Being ready means having some kind of a plan. Take time to think through your testimony. Write it

down. Consider how you might share it from a few different angles depending on who you are talking

to. Someone struggling in their marriage needs to hear a different part of your story than someone

battling addiction or chasing career success.

The Holy Spirit will help you in the moment, but preparation gives Him something to work with.

Making Jesus Lord, Not Just Savior

There is an important distinction worth noting. Many people talk about Jesus as Savior, and He

absolutely is. But the Bible consistently calls believers to make Jesus Lord. That word means master,

ruler, and controller of your life. When Jesus is truly Lord, it changes how you live, how you speak, and

how you treat the people around you. That kind of life becomes its own witness.

How to Share the Gospel Without Starting Arguments

Gentleness and reverence are not optional. You are not trying to prove people wrong or win a debate.

You are trying to introduce them to a person who can change their life.

Avoid getting into theological arguments in front of someone who does not yet know Christ.

Disagreements between Christians about secondary issues can make faith look unappealing to

someone on the outside. Know your audience and stay focused on what matters most: the gospel

itself.
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Never Write Anyone Off

No one is beyond the reach of God. Do not ever assume someone is too far gone. The same grace

that reached you can reach them. As long as there is Jesus Christ, there is hope for anyone.

Life Application

This week, identify one person in your life who does not yet know Jesus. Commit to praying for them

every day, asking God to open a door in their heart and to give you the right words and the right

moment to share your faith. Take a few minutes to write down two or three sentences about what

Jesus has done in your life so you are ready when that moment comes.

Ask yourself these questions as you prepare:

• Am I living in a way that lines up with the message I want to share?

• Do I have a grateful, positive attitude that would make someone curious about my faith?

• Have I been praying for the people around me who do not yet know Christ?

• Am I staying alert to opportunities, or am I letting them pass by without taking the shot?

• Is Jesus truly Lord of my life, not just Savior?

Faith is both a noun and a verb. It is something you hold and something you do. Let this be the week

you put it into action.
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